
SWECA 10 years 
2008 -2018 

 

1. How it all started 
During the latter part of 2007 three honorary consuls for Central American 

countries met to discuss how to improve the business relations between the 

seven countries in the region (Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 

Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama) and Sweden. 

 

The three consuls were Margareta N. Eidensten, Consul of Guatemala, Tom 

Bruno, Consul General of Costa Rica and Tomas Hammar, Consul of El 

Salvador. 

 

After having analysed this idea, they came to the conclusion that it could 

be worthwhile to establish a Chamber of Commerce for Central American 

related business in Sweden. At a meeting with the Stockholm based 

Ambassadors of Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador and Panama they suggested 

that a taskforce should be established with Margareta Eidensten as chairman. 

 

During the spring of 2008 this taskforce examined the purpose of a Chamber 

and did also study the activities of other larger foreign chambers located 

in Sweden. They also identified a chamber in Brussels, Euracen, that was 

promoting business between Central America and Europe and had about ten 

years of experience from various projects. 

 

One conclusion was obvious. With relatively small financial resources such 

a chamber should be event driven, which means to arrange a number  

of events where large Swedish companies could present their marketing 

activities in the Central American region and share their experiences with 

middle sized companies. 

 

When the report of the taskforce was ready it was presented to the Central 

American Ambassadors, who unanimously supported the proposal of the task 

force. 

 

SWECA was inaugurated on September 15, 2008 at the former premises of  

The Stockholm Chamber of Commerce in the presence of some 100 invited 

guests, among them the Secretary of State, Gunnar Wieslander from the 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs, who held a much appreciated speech about the 

business opportunities in Central America. 
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The elected President of SWECA as well as the Ambassador of Honduras 

made some remarks about the possibilities in the region of CA. 

 

2. Purpose and vision of SWECA 

 
The name of the Chamber was decided to be SWECA, The Swedish Central  

American Chamber of Commerce. 

 
The mission of the chamber was to develop the business relations between 

Central America and Sweden concerning the export and import of goods and 

services. 

 

Another goal was to stimulate Swedish investments in Central America. 

 

Tourism should furthermore be promoted. 

 

In general the relations between Sweden and Central America should be 

strengthened, through the high level contacts of the Embassies in Sweden with 

important companies and institutions in the Central American region.  

 

It was furthermore observed that Central America 

 

• has free trade agreements with the US and EU 

 

• is a market of 50 million inhabitants 

 

• is a regional hub for trade and transport 

 

• has a potential regarding production in certain sectors 

 

• has a high potential in the sector of tourism 

 

• has an ongoing ambition to harmonize the Central American market  

     with a long term goal to establish a free market for goods, services and      

         labour. 
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3. Trade figures 

 
The total trade between Sweden and Central America in 2017 amounted to  

about SEK 2 billion of which the Swedish export is about SEK 1.2 billion  

and the import from CA about SEK 800 m. (about USD 250 million totally.) 

 

This trade volume has been stable during the passed three years. The export 

from Sweden consists mainly of telecom, machinery and vehicles. The import 

from CA consists mainly of coffee, fruits, and vegetables. 

 

It is however to be observed that the import of coffee is most certainly 

considerably larger as the coffee beans from Central America go mainly to 

German roasteries for further transport to Sweden. 

 

It is also to be remarked that the economic effects of tourism is not appearing  

in the Swedish trade statistics. 

 

The trade statistics from 2015 to 2017 is shown at the end of this report. 

The figures have been generated by the Swedish National Board of Trade 

(Kommerskollegium). 

 

4. Business potential 
 

One of the main ambitions of SWECA has been to stimulate medium sized  

Swedish companies to focus more on the potential of the Central American 

market. 

 

One sector of particular interest is the environmentally related area. The  

need among the larger cities in Central America when it comes to waste 

management, clean air and water supply as well as energy related sectors is 

increasing rapidly. There are some hundred companies in Sweden with relevant 

skills and experience. One ambition should definitely be to stimulate these 

companies to explore the Central American market. 

 

A Swedish company that is involved in such activities is ElectriCITY, based 

in Stockholm.  
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5. Members 

 
SWECA has had up to 50 members, with a blend of large companies and 

authorities such as Ericsson, Oriflame, SAAB, SEB, Handelsbanken, Nordea,  

EKN, SEK,  SWECO, ÅF, Business Sweden, Arvid Nordquist, Volvo Buses. 

Tigo etc. 

 

Some of the Central American Embassies have also been members as well as 

private individuals, most of them honorary consuls for CAcountries 

 

Unfortunately the number of members has decreased during the latter part of 

SWECA´s existence, but the new Board has a clear ambition to increase the 

number again. One of the Board members has been designated as responsible 

for recruiting new members. 

 

6. Events and activities 

 
It is estimated that SWECA has arranged at least some 50 events during its 

ten years of existence, some of which are mentioned in the following. 

 

Both Arvid Nordquist and Löfbergs have arranged coffee related events with  

tasting for the participants.  

 

Ericsson kindly invited the members of SWECA several times to their 

impressive offices in Kista. They have about 600 employees in the region. 

 

The Governor of Östergötland, Mrs. Elisabeth Nilsson, invited the 

Ambassadors of Central Amerca in Stockholm together with some thirty 

participants to her residence in the castle of Linköping, when a handful of 

companies presented their activities. 

 

The Minister of Canal Affairs of Panama, Mr. Roberto Roy, made a most  

interesting presentation of the enlargement of the new Panama Canal at a 

meeting in the head office of SEB.  

 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Sweden jointly with Business Sweden and 

SWECA arranged client meetings with the Reference Group of business and 

investment related  matters in Latin America.  
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In connection with a visit from Mr. Hugo Martinez, the Foreign Minister of 

El Salvador, a seminar was organized at the House of the Confederation of 

Swedish Enterprise in Stockholm with some thirty participants. 

 

SWECA also arranged a presentation for some 50 students at the Stockholm 

School of Economics, which was most appreciated. 

 

SEB kindly offered space in their Head offices in Gothenburg and Malmö 

for invited clients which were informed by the Board of SWECA about the 

potential of the Central American market.  

 

The Chairman and founder of Oriflame, Robert af Jochnick made an 

appreciated presentation about their activities in Central America. 

 

The Board of SWECA 
One honorary member has been appointed: 

His Excellency, Ambassador Martin Rivera-Gómez 

of El Salvador for his constant and affectionate support of SWECA 

 

SWECA has had three presidents since the start: 

 

2008 – 2013 Tomas Hammar, Consul of El Salvador 

 

2013 – 2016 Per Sondén, SVP, SEB 

 

2016 –          P-G Jönsson, Consul of Belize, Lawyer, AdvokatAG 

 

Other long term Board Members: 

Tom Bruno, Consul General of Costa Rica 

Margareta N. Eidensten, Consul of Guatemala 

Helena Barrantes Carlsson, Liaison Manager, Business Sweden 

Agneta Asplind, SVP, SEB 

Philippe Barreca, Purchase Manager, Arvid Nordquist 

Nils Ekman, Managing Partner, XCentur AB 

 

Rodrigo Ernesto Gómez, Minister Counsellor of the Embassy of El  

Salvador has been an important assistant of SWECA during its existence. 

 

For more information, please visit the web site www.sweca.se.  

 


